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Across Florida, businesses and families are struggling under a sagging economy. Our
unemployment rate is almost 12 percent.
Many businesses are unable to grow or hire new workers, while many families find themselves
unable to pay all their bills at the end of each month. Small businesses and families, who are
begging for relief, sent a clear message in November that they want lower taxes, less
government spending and fewer costly regulations.

  

Unfortunately, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency continues piling on regulations that
will drive up the costs of doing business, increase water bills for all Florida families and destroy
jobs. Its latest proposal, affecting only Florida, would set stringent limits on numeric nutrients in
Florida's rivers, lakes and streams. By some estimates, this would cost our state's economy
about $2 billion, and would double the average family's water bill.

  

Florida cannot afford new regulations that will drive businesses out of our state and destroy
jobs. We need to reduce the government's footprint and create an environment where
businesses can come here, succeed and create good, permanent jobs.

  

Like all Floridians, I want clean, safe water. I have fought for the Indian River Lagoon. I led the
difficult fight to overcome the dreaded "new start" hurdle on construction of the Indian River
Lagoon project, and we are looking to break ground within a few months. Recently, I sent a
letter pressuring the Army Corps of Engineers to incorporate water quality components in the
Caloosahatchee River (C-43) project.

  

The debate is not over whether we want clean water for Florida, but over how we reach that
goal and at what cost. For more than a year, I have worked with a bipartisan coalition to urge
EPA to complete an economic analysis of this rule to allow an independent, scientific review of
the rule. Unfortunately, time and again, it has refused.
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That's right — EPA refuses to allow a third party review of the science behind the proposed
rule. If this regulation is the best solution, wouldn't the EPA want a scientific review to confirm
that? If that independent review concluded otherwise, for the sake of Florida's water, wouldn't
the EPA want to know that? We don't want to be the guinea pigs in this radical experiment.

  

While EPA disputes studies that have shown that complying with this rule will take $2 billion out
of our state's economy, it has steadfastly refused to do a complete economic analysis. It has
opposed efforts to determine the economic impact of this regulation.

  

This rule is so unpopular that dozens of Florida job creators and associations have joined
together in opposing it. More than 60 national companies and associations, like the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce and the American Farm Bureau, sent a letter to every member of
Congress urging them to oppose the rule. A recent poll shows that 68 percent of Floridians are
in opposition.

  

I have a proven record of working to protect Florida's environment and promoting clean water,
and I believe we can work together to reach a reasonable compromise. During the upcoming
months, I will be working with our Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam, the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection, and other concerned state and federal agencies to
develop a plan that can be implemented and enforced.

  

However, I will not allow EPA to act tyrannically and dictatorially on this issue that effects every
Floridian. Until the EPA is willing to consider Florida's unique needs and its economy, this
regulation must not go into effect.
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